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TNE BOARD APPOINTS NEW CHAIRMAN

Rio de Janeiro, October 31, 2003 - TELE NORTE LESTE PARTICIPACOES S.A. (NYSE:TNE),
announced that in a meeting held on October 29, 2003, TNE’s board of directors accepted
the resignation of Mr. Carlos Jereissati from his position as Chairman of the Board. All
board members stressed the excellent work and dedication of Mr. Jereissati — who will
remain a board member — during the one-year period he was in charge.

During the same meeting, board member Mr. Otavio Marques de Azevedo was elected as
the new Chairman of the Board, for the one-year period starting on November 01, 2003.

Mr. Azevedo, 52 years, electrical engineering, has vast experience in the
telecommunications industry in Braazil.

He served as Executive Vice President of TNE right after the privatization process, from
August 1998 to February 1999, and was responsible for the implementation of the first
business plan for the new Company. In February 1999, he was elected a member of the
consulting board of Anatel, acting as its chairman between February 2001 and February
2002. He is also the CEO of AG Telecom Participacdes, one of the major shareholders of
Telemar Participacdes S/A, controlling shareholder of TNE. Mr. Azevedo was the Vice-
President of Telebras from 1991 to 1993.
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